CHAPTER XXVIII

THE GREAT MOGHUL OFFENSIVE
THE CAPTURE OF SAMBHAJI

A. D  11)87 TO 1689

THE closing years of Sambhaji's life have long perplexed
historians. For some months he would neglect his duties,
suffer his armies to disperse, and his horses and elephants
to die for want of food, while he shut himself up in some
fort or palace. Then he would once more appear at the
head of his army and defeat the Moghul forces wherever
he mot them. The key to the riddle is this. Two opposing
factions were ceaselessly struggling to obtain an influence
over the king's mind. On the one side was Kalasha with his
band of panders and harlots, trying .to reduce the king
to the imbecile inertness which suited their purpose. On
the other side were Shivaji's old comrades, who wore
striving to rouse the noble and manly feelings not yet
extinguished in Sambhaji's heart. Sometimes one faction,
sometimes the other faction gained the victory, and the
varying fortunes of the struggle wore seen in the changing
conduct of the king.

Early in Sambhaji's reign a remarkable incident occurred.
In 1681 Raghunathpant Hanmante, the governor of Jinji,
and of Shivaji's southern conquests, arrived in state to pay
his respects to the new king,* With him came five
thousand cavalry and ten thousand infantry and a train of

"Chitnis Bakhor, Grtiut Dulf (rol. i. p, 263) writes that aftei the Durbar
the king released Moro Pinglo and Jatmrdanpaut Bat Horo Pingle had been
released at the coronation. Since Janardanpant was, according to the Chitnis
Bakhar present at the banquet, he had probably been released at the same time.
According to Mr. Sardcaal (Riyasat, vol. I, p, 580) Horo Pingle died in this year.